Intracytoplasmic collagen fibers observed in cartilage of the pathological conditions.
The young male rabbit ear cartilage after intravenous injection of chymopapain was studied by electron microscope. Fibrous long spacing (FLS)-like fibers were observed in the cytoplasm of the cartilage cells. These fibers were then compared with segment long spacing (SLS) fibers within the golgi vacuoles in the secondary well differentiated chondrosarcoma cells. These collagen fiber formation do not represent a normal collagen fiber formation, but it may be possible that the tropocollagen molecules are aggregated in the golgi vacuoles in a manner characteristic to FLS or SLS fiber by the close relationship with lysosome.